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Kia ora everyone, 
We have just come to the end of our assessment data gathering. This was rather 
stretched out due to camp and then various absences since then. 
Parents and caregivers will be pleased to know that there hasn’t been any 
detrimental effect to their children’s learning from all the lockdowns experienced 
over the last year.  
Our last achievement data gathering was mid 2021 and this year’s results show 
all children continuing to achieve at or above expectations for their age and year 
level. This is wonderful to see and a credit to parents and online learning. 
Since our last newsletter we have seen changes made to covid restrictions and the 
red light setting with a relaxation of some of the requirements. 
What this means for us here at school is… 
There is no requirement to display QR posters. We still require all visitors to sign 
in and out in the visitors book as we have always done. 
Capacity limits are removed for outdoor events and activities. 
From midnight Monday 4th April all educational workers will no longer be 
required to be vaccinated and this applies to volunteers working in schools as 
well. 
The great news is that we are allowed to resume Kapa Haka which means singing 
indoors. Not that singing outside isn’t a lovely option at times but not on a wet 
and windy day. 
A reminder please for parents/caregivers to visit the Tapora School ‘School docs’ 
site and review Term 1 policies and procedures. While there, have a look at the 
updated Concerns and Complaints Policy and process flow chart following the 
review last year. 
It is timely also to ask that any parents/caregivers with concerns make contact 
during school hours. Teaching staff are happy for you to have access to their 
personal phone numbers but ask that if contact must be made in evenings and 
weekends that it be for emergencies only. Any other need for contact please keep 
to school days and hours. This applies to emails as well. I have just discovered a 
wonderful ability to set a time to send emails. If you are like me and just have to 
get something written down while you think of it you can then set it to send at a 
reasonable 
time. 
 
Nga mihi 
Keryl Lee 
Principal 
 

TaporaTimes 

Week 9 - Term 1  2022 
Office Hours: 8am - 9.00am  1.30pm - 5pm 

 

Diary 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
April: 
1st: Weetbix Tryathlon 
Fun Run Challenge 
5th  Junior Tabloid 
Sports (Yr1-4) at 
Tomarata School 
15th Holidays start 
(Good Friday) 
 
May: 
2nd 1st day of Term 2 
 
August: 
3rd Junior Tough Guy 
and Gal Challenge 

Fun in the Sun 



Weetbix Try/Bi Athlon Colour Fun Challenge - TOMORROW! 
The School Fun Run is a major fundraising event this year!  
At the time of writing this newsletter the students have raised $1460, and that’s only from 9 of them. What 
could we do if all were able to fundraise? Congratulations to Keanu who is leading the fundraising race.  
Students still have time to raise more so parents/caregivers help them out by sending out the link via social 
media to remind all your online friends and acquaintances. Children can receive donations from all over the 
world as money is given and received seamlessly online. 
They have until the date of the prize selection, 12th April to keep receiving donations. Everyone who 
donates $5 and over is able to claim tax back through their annual returns. 
We are pleased to have had so many parents/caregivers let us know they are attending. We will be giving 
you specific places to be and colour powder to spray over the competitors as they complete the tasks or run 
past. 
Those that are not able to use a bike will run the bike section. 
  
Tabloid Sport Y1-4 at Tomarata School 
Thank you to the two families who have returned permission slips for this event via skool loop. We are still 
waiting to hear if the other four students will be attending. 
If you want to order one of the lunch packs for $5 and help Tomarata senior students fundraise please fill in 
the slip on skool loop and submit by tomorrow (Friday). As mentioned in the previous notice there will be 
other food available to buy on the day. 
There are 7 activities on the day and 14 small groups.   
7 groups will travel clockwise to activities and 7 will travel anti-clockwise. This should give the kids a good 
opportunity to encounter lots of students from other schools and hopefully make lots of new friends! 
  
School Bus Transport 
School bus operations are expected to be heavily affected by the pandemic as it spreads throughout New 
Zealand. Parents should rely on this website (link below) as their primary source of information about 
school buses. 
https://rodney.easybus.nz/  
  
Past Events 

 Project Jonah - Whale Tales 
 
We were fortunate to have Olivia, from Project Jonah, visit on Monday and 
deliver an informative Whale Tales session.  This included education about 
marine mammals - the Whales and dolphins which live on our west coast, 
the Hauraki Gulf and in New Zealand.  
  

The students learned about the varied sizes and characteristics of the different species, which are 
endangered, which are endemic, and what to do if you spot a stranding or identify a Maui dolphin while out 
on the harbour. The two numbers you can call are 0800 HOT DOC or 0800 4 WHALES.  
  
Some interesting facts the students recalled from the session included the bump on the whales head is called 
a melon, adult Blue whales can grow up to 30m long, are the largest animal to have ever lived, and are as 
heavy as approximately 3 T-Rex's. Oh and dolphins really can beat up sharks, which makes you wonder why 
we worry about sharks instead of dolphins! 
 
BOT INFORMATION: 
Minutes are available on request from the school office. 
Meeting: 31st March 6pm Thursday Room 3 
Agenda: Approve Strategic/Annual Plan/Statement of Variance 
Policy Review T1: This term we are reviewing Health and Safety Management and Emergency, Disaster, 
and Crisis Management topics. These sections sit under the Health, Safety, and Welfare Policy, which 
will be reviewed at the end of the year. 
Board members are encouraged to read this policy at the beginning of the year for context. 

https://rodney.easybus.nz/


Many thanks to: Ashley Whittle for coming to the rescue and fixing the shade house irrigation 
pipe leak. 
 
Congratulations to Past Pupils 
Rodney College: The recent newsletter from College had some wonderful achievements from ex Tapora 
School pupils.  
Aidan Whittle was 3rd overall senior boy at the swimming sports. 
Salvina Picton and Keegan Gurney achieved Year 9 JCEA with Keegan also gaining 2= in Digital 
Technology. 
Xavier Henderson achieved Year 10 JCEA. 
Takara Whittle, Koby Wattam, Abby Fairweather, Lolli Cotton and Kristin De Villiers achieved Year 10 
JCEA with merit. 
Abby also gained 1st= in Drama with Kristin, Kristin 2nd in Visual Arts and Takara 2nd in Science. 
Well done everyone! 
 
REMINDERS: 

• If we do not receive a reason for a child's absence we have to mark them as truant. A note can be 
sent to school, a message left on the phone or email. You can also download the Skool Loop Ap and 
message us this way. Our attendance data is required by the Ministry of Education. Messages via siblings 
or the child themself unfortunately do not count. 
• Notices and permission slips are available on the skool loop app and no longer will be sent home as 
paper copies. This saves a lot of time with replacing slips and notices that get lost 
• Copies of policies for this term’s review have not been included with this newsletter. They are all 
available online and an email has been sent with instructions for the review process. It would be 
wonderful to have the online review completed by the end of the term. Many thanks.  

 
Community 

 

mailto:taporaamino@gmail.com


 

JUDD CONTRACTING 
Silage  Cultivation  Cartage 
Mowing  Spraying  Hay 
Conditioning Ripping   Silage 
Raking  Discing   Maize Stover 
Baling  Hoeing   Fertilizer 
Wrapping Maize planting  General goods 
Loader wagon Fertilizer spreader 
 

Sid & Janet 021 992 469   
Bryce  021 880 586  09 422 1088 

 

Patoka Homekill 
 

For all your professional  
Home Kill and Butchery services. 

 
Phone  Matt Oldfield 

027 480 2425  

We’re a local haulage company going the distance 
Move your project forward by partnering with our 
excavation, landscaping supply and haulage company. 

Contact our team to learn 
how Smiths Transport can help you. 
 

09 423 8598 
smithstransportltd@gmail.com 

www.smithstransport.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Posts, Strainers, Building Poles, Timber, Hardware, 
Wooden Gates (standard design and sizes or 

custom made), Wire etc.  
Locally owned and operated. 

Can deliver or collect from yard.  
Cut out the middle man and buy direct from Topuni 
Timber Limited - your local timber merchants.  

 
 Schiska Road, off SH1 Topuni, 

New Zealand, 0975  
09 431 2855  

sales@topunitimber.co.nz  

tel:09-423-8598
mailto:smithstransportltd@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=-36.19968%2C174.45192&fbclid=IwAR0Yk6nv6Ihtmli0m3nk8SdF5qjf7tJvAi03jdkIo8N9sHK5wh6tjxp2EeE
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=-36.19968%2C174.45192&fbclid=IwAR0Yk6nv6Ihtmli0m3nk8SdF5qjf7tJvAi03jdkIo8N9sHK5wh6tjxp2EeE
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsSauqKDA2MGC0UjWoMEsxSE5NsTQwMTRINDcxMbQyqDAyT0szMktLszBINjFNNTX04i3JLyjNy1QoycxNSi0CAIZZE-s&q=topuni+timber&oq=topuni+&aqs=chrome.1.69i59j46i175i199i512j69i57j0i512j46i512j0i512l5.5022j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=U

