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‘Empowering our children to discover their passion and fulfil their potential’ 
 
Kia ora 
Apologies for skipping a newsletter but I was away at the end of last week at a shortened Principal ’s 
Conference due to the original being cancelled by lockdown earlier this year. Our newsletters have 
gone a bit haywire this year but that’s par for the course. 
A very big welcome to two new families to our school community. Unity and Keanu are both in the 
junior class and they and their families have already settled in well and become an integral part of 
our school. 

Nga Mihi 
Keryl Lee, Principal  

 
Past Events: 
 

Kiwi Kapers Concert Aotea Centre  
On October 28th the Tapora students piled into a posh Ritchies bus and went to the Aotea centre in 
Auckland for a concert. We entertained our bus driver Kevin on the way by singing our songs from 
the school production! We went into the Kiri te Kanawa Theatre which was already filled with 
hundreds of students from other schools. The Auckland Philharmonic Orchestra took up almost the 
whole stage. Our students were able to identify many of the orchestral instruments because they had 
learned about them last year. Ginger noticed the gong! We were seated just in time and the concert 
began with a fanfare which was very loud and exciting. Most of the music in the concert was written 
by New Zealanders. The music accompanied three actors who played famous New Zealand 
women….Jean Batten, Nancy Wake and Ruia Morrison. Ruia was actually in the audience! The 
concert lasted an hour and finished with music from Lord of the Rings. We stopped by the Orewa 
playground on the way home for fresh air and a run around. Mrs J was delighted at the students ’ 
behavior and enthusiasm and hopes our partnership with the orchestra will continue. 
 
Rural School Speeches 
We had a few students represent us at the Rodney Rural Schools Speech competition which was held 
at TKKM o Ngaringaomatariki Kura after Tomarata said they couldn’t run it this year. The feedback 
from the parents attending was very good and all students came away with a book that was 
presented to them. We haven’t had official results but did hear that Kayleigh gained 1st, Ginger 2nd 
and Torin 4th. Well done to all the students that went. 
 
Kids Can Fun Run  
9 students raised just over the target of $1,000.00 for Kids Can and all the rest of the students on the 
day had an awesome time participating. Many thanks to Keegan, Taylor, Jacks, Melody and Briana 
who were the student volunteer army that organised it. So much fun that the unanimous decision is 
we should have one every year. 
 
Coming Events: 
 

Telephone Books  20th - 29th November 
Thank you for the wonderful response from school families, in particular our two new families who 
had no hesitation in accepting the challenge and families that said “increase our number of books.” 
Next week the run packs will be sent home and we should be able to let you know when the books 
have arrived at the community hall. Delivery starts 20th November and ends 29th. Most important 
thing to remember is that if we get too many complaints about books being delivered to those 
addresses that have opted out then we will lose $50 for each complaint over the 10% leeway. 

TaporaTimes 
Week 5 - Term 4  2020 

 

Diary 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

November: 
4th - 25th: Y 7&8 
Technology  (4 weeks) 
20th: Bitchin’ Bingo 
Community Fun Evening 
(date changed) 
           Telephone Book 
Delivery starts. 
24th: Snow Planet (peer 
mediators trip) 
26th: BOT meeting 
27th: Athletics  
28th: Santa Parade - 
Wellsford 
29th: Telephone deliveries 
end. 
30th: Teacher Only Day 
 

December: 
3rd: Awards and 
Certificates ceremony  
4th: Tiritiri Matangi 
Island trip 
8th: Prize Giving 
9th: Last Day of School 

 
February: 
3rd: First day of school T1 
2021  



Coming Events cont... 
 

Peer Mediators Snow Planet Trip  24th November 
Every year the peer mediators are rewarded for all the extra mahi they do. 
This year they will go to Snow Planet and receive an hour ski lesson or skiing if they don’t need the lesson. 
We will require some transport and so a notice will go home early next week. 
 
Athletics  27th November 
Always a fun family day for the whole school and a great opportunity for everyone to get together. A notice will be heading home 
for this as well next week. Usually everyone transports their own children and if for some reason you are unable to then other 
arrangements will need to be made. This is also a good opportunity to take the kids afterwards to deliver those phone books and 
really tire them out for the weekend. 
  
Tiritiri Matangi - 4th December 
We will need transport for this and a notice will be going home next week.  
  
I’ve done the addition and yes that means a lot of notices next week. Remind your children to check their bags each night and give 
you the notices. 
 
ROOM 2 Update 
Welcome to Keanu who joined us last week. You have settled in so well which is fantastic. The highlight certainly has to be our 
trip to the Kauri Museum in Matakohe.  I was so proud of how the students behaved themselves & listened to the information 
being shared with them by the museum guides. The colour run was great. Thanks so much to the seniors who organised this.   The 
juniors and everyone had a lot of fun!  Mrs C 
At our assembly, on the 13th November the following certificates were awarded. 
ROOM 2 CERTIFICATES:  
Progress Certificates:  
Lexia - Ginger (Level 7) & Kayleigh (Level 9). 
Studyladder - Oliver (Silver Certificate 250 Points) & Kayleigh (Gold Certificate 500 Points) 
Spelling - Ginger & Oliver (5 lists) & Kayleigh (10 lists) 
Basic facts - Keanu (3 lists), Oliver, (5 lists) & Ginger (10 lists). 
Class Certificates: 
Unity: For a great start at Tapora School.  Congratulations on settling in so well. Great to have you here! 
Keanu: For a great start at Tapora School.  Well done on making new friends so quickly. So glad you’re here! 
 
ROOM 1 Update  
The term is certainly racing along and the students in room 1 are working hard.  We have had trips, learnt cricket skills, practiced 
for the end of year production, started creating costumes for the production, participated in the jobs we complete to earn banqer 
dollars (this teaches us financial literacy), learnt songs for Kapa Haka, learnt how to be librarians, competed in speech finals, 
participated in the colour run, enjoyed the drift bike during breaks and started on end of year testing.   That is a small snapshot of 
our busy days. Oh and the swimming pool is open and being well used on hot days. Shame about that cold snap. 
ROOM 1 CERTIFICATES: 
The most class dojos: Briana and Jacks   Basic Facts: passing a whole maths stage (assessed only 2x a year) 
Stage 4: Briana and Utu     Stage 5: Jacks 
Stage 6: Matthew 
Basic Facts: moving up levels  (assessed weekly) 
3 levels: Jacks and Melody     4 levels: Briana  
Lexia Power-Up Units completed since last assembly 
77 units: Keegan       56 units: Charlie  
91 Units: Connell 
Spelling Certificates for passing Essential Words  
List 5 & 6 Ataahua Paikea-Matthews 
Steps Web Course for activities completed  
Students who have passed all Essential Lists  
Keegan: 37 Gold 2 Silver 2 Bronze    Connell: 33 Gold 6 Silver 
Jacks: 58 Gold, 30 Silver and 5 Bronze   Briana: 34 Gold 18 Silver and 12 Bronze 
Special Awards:  
Five seniors participated in the Otago Maths Problem Challenge for Intermediate level students. 
Connell achieved a standard of merit. 
Some of our students also participated in the University of Canterbury KIWI English and Maths competitions for the first time this 
year. 
Liam attained the Achieved grade in Maths 
Connell attained the Excellence in English 
Congratulations to all students who participated. 
STAR (Supplementary Reading Test)   Year 7 & 8 haven’t been tested yet 
Congratulations to Briana, Melody and Jacks for exceptional results 
Maths e-asTTle test: congratulations to Liam and Connell for exceptional results. 



 Bitchin’ BINGO - Friday 20th November  
Thank you to the Board of Trustees who wanted to provide some fun and entertainment for the 
community after such a horrible year so grab family and friends for an awesome night. 
Bitchin' Bingo is New Zealand’s best comedy bingo show. This is bingo, but not as your Nana 
knows it! Along with the talented Bitchin' Bingo DJ they will have you laughing and dancing in 
your seats with your Guilty Pleasure song requests. Plenty of fun to be had and prizes to be won.  
The original and hilarious bingo calls make this show an R18 one so leave the kids at home or 
make use of the child minding service provided at school.  
Community Hall $15 per person Tickets available from the school office. BYO drinks and  snacks 
available to purchase, children minded at school for a gold coin donation.  
Doors open 7pm with show to start at 7:30pm 
 
Swimming Pool 
Please obtain your key from the school office. 
In recognition of the fundraising efforts of school families the only cost is a  refundable $50 bond 
for the key. 
For everyone else it is a $50 bond (refundable) and $50 for a season’s use. This helps towards 
the cost of maintaining the pool out of school hours. 
There is a pool use agreement available from the school office to be read and signed when you 
collect your key. 
  
Many thanks to: 
Heidi for filling in for Maree while she is away for the next two weeks. At this busy 
time of the year Heidi’s help will be very much appreciated. 
Liam Jones has been coaching the students in Turbo Touch and Cricket skills since 
the end of term 2. He has developed an amazing rapport with the students and it 
has become a highlight every fortnight. Last visit he presented the students with a 
bag and stickers and the school with a Turbo Touch sports kit. 
Sarah Luond and Koby Wattam for the donation of Koby’s  games and dress ups 
along with a drift bike. The drift bike has already created excitement and the school spent some 
time writing up rules for use. 
 
BOT INFORMATION : 
Agenda for next Meeting 26th November 6pm (Room 3) 
Review of Strategic Goals  
All Targets Progress  
End of Year data  
Annual Plan  
Approve Budget 
End of Year Prizegiving 
 

Community 
 
In 1966 a young man named Bill Hughes won a ballot farm and moved to Tapora with his young 
family.  Bill was dairy farming here for almost 50 years before moving to Whakatane to be closer 
to family.  During his time here Bill was heavily involved with the Tapora Community Water 
Scheme, the Tapora Golf Course and was a long-time supporter of our local school and 
community. 
It is with great sadness to say that Bill passed away peacefully on Tuesday morning.  Our thoughts 
are with his family at this time…we remember him fondly. 

Thank you to Ashley Whittle for this tribute.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FRIDAY LUNCH MENU  
 

PIES  
Mince - $2.50 

Mince & Cheese - $2.50 
Butter Chicken - $3.00  

Apple - $2.00  
Bacon & Egg —$2.50 

 

TOPPERS 
Butter Chicken - $2.50 

Lasagne - $2.50  
Macaroni Cheese - $2.50 
American Hotdog -$3.00 

 

Butter Chicken Wraps - $3.00 
Hawaiian Pizza - $2.50  
Sausage Rolls - $2.00  
Tomato Sauce - $0.50 

 

Juice Box -$1.50  
Juicies Ice Block - $1.50   

 

Please provided payment in a 
named envelope with your or-

der written on the front. 
 

Thank you for supporting  
Tapora School through our 

FOTS School lunches! 

 

Congratulations to Past Pupil   
Rodney College   

Eleanor Hayward - Head Girl 2021   
Woohoo!    

Wonderful achievement Eleanor.   



 

Patoka Homekill 
 

For all your professional  
Home Kill and Butchery services. 

 
Phone  Matt Oldfield 

027 480 2425  

JUDD CONTRACTING 
Silage  Cultivation  Cartage 
Mowing  Spraying  Hay 
Conditioning Ripping   Silage 
Raking  Discing   Maize Stover 
Baling  Hoeing   Fertilizer 
Wrapping Maize planting  General goods 
Loader wagon Fertilizer spreader 
 

Sid & Janet 021 992 469   
Bryce  021 880 586  09 422 1088 

Reminders:   

 Please include a healthy brain break in your child’s 
lunchbox.  Fruit, vegetables, nuts, seeds or cheese are 
acceptable options. We promote regular healthy food for 
school lunches with special occasions for treats only. Lollies 
are not allowed as part of a child’s lunch box contents.  

 Students need to have footwear suitable for fitness and 
running every day.  

 If you send yoghurt to school for your child’s lunch please 
include a spoon. 

 

 

  


