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Week 4 - term 1 
A Message from Principal Keryl Lee 

TERM 1 
 

School Assembly. 
Every fortnight on  
Friday at 2:30pm.  

 
Thurs 3rd Mar 

9:45am 
Swimming Sports 

Rodney School Pool 
 

Fri 11th Mar 
1:30pm 

Public Health Nurse 
Info for Y7 & Y8 

students & parents 
about vaccinations. 

 
Wed 16th Mar 

Tapora School Board 
of Trustees Meeting—

All Welcome 
 

Mon 22nd Mar 
Athletics Day 

(Postponement Day 
31st) - a notice will be 
sent home closer to 

the date. 
 

Fri 25th Mar 
Easter Holidays 

 
Wed 30th Mar 
Back to School! 

 
Wed 30th Mar 

Technology (Y7&8) 
 

Wed 6th Apr 
Technology (Y7&8) 

 
Wed 13th Apr 

Technology (Y7&8) 
 

Fri 15th Apr 
Last Day of Term 1 

Welcome 
A big welcome to Mrs Jenny Casale, who has 
returned to Tapora School as the 0.3 Release 
Teacher. Mrs Casale will also be working in the 
junior class to give classroom release for Mrs C. 
The children are very excited to have her back 
and I am very relieved that I can get into the 
office and catch up on all the administration 
work. 
 
Thank you 
To everyone who came and helped out last 
Saturday with the working bee. A wonderful 
effort. 
Also to FOTS (Friends of Tapora School) who 
have taken over the running and organization of 
the school lunches. This is a tremendous help to 
us and frees up students for learning and Aya for 
getting on with the many office tasks she has. 
 
The Attack of the Ants! 
Unfortunately we have an ant problem at school. 
We are trying to deal with it as best we can. It 
doesn’t look like the professionals are in any 
hurry to leap to our assistance so we are 
stressing to the children that they must eat 
outside and to make sure all wrappers are 
placed back into their lunch boxes with the lids 
on tight. The ants have even got into the lunch 
boxes before the children have had a chance to 
eat, so please make sure your child has an air 
tight lunch box that will be ant proof. 
 
On the Subject of Food 
If you happen to have surplus fruit on your trees 
at home that you can’t keep up with the school 
would welcome any donations. For some 
children the ants have completely ruined their 
lunch and to have extra fruit to replace it with 
would be very much appreciated. 
 
More about Fruit 
For those of you not lucky enough to have your 
own fruit trees and need to buy your fruit in if 
it’s Yummy fruit then hopefully your child has 

brought home the sheets to collect all the 
Yummy stickers and labels from plastic bags on. 
We will have a competition to see who can 
collect the most stickers with the honour of 
helping to choose the free sports equipment at 
the end as well as another prize. If any members 
of the community would like to help there are 
more sheets available through school or just ask 
a student. I’m sure they would appreciate you 
helping them to collect even more. 
 
Swimming Sports 
March 3rd at Rodney College pool. Permission 
and transport slip went home Wednesday. 
Thank you to those who have returned them so 
quickly. 
Events will start at 10am so you need to be there 
and seated as a school group ready to go by 
9:45am. 
Spectators must stay away from the pool 
surrounds and everyone is to be quiet for the 
starting of events. 
No pupils are to go down to the College or to use 
the College Tuck Shop. 
Food is available as arranged by Tauhoa School 
and listed on the permission slip. 
Lunch will be held after the heats and followed 
by the finals. Finals’ entries are based on time 
results, not placing in heats.  
 
...and more Swimming 
While students are swimming lengths of the 
Rodney pool, back at Tapora School on Thursday 
afternoon, from 1:30pm, there will be a Junior 
Swimming Sports event in the smaller pool. We 
hope there will be good support from parents to 
come and see what they can do although realise 
some will find it hard to be in two places at once. 

...continued on pg2 
 
 
 
 
 
 



...continued from pg1 
 

Learning online 
Yesterday the Year 7 & 8 students had their first session of learning online with the rural network group of the VLN Primary 
School. This is a group of eight schools stretching from us in the North to Stewart Island in the South. For term one 
students will be learning about ways to behave when online and how to keep themselves and others safe when online. 
 
VLN stands for Virtual Learning Network and the Primary section is a collaborative community of schools throughout New 
Zealand working together to provide improved educational opportunities for students through online learning. The 
community aims to meet the needs of students in the primary schooling sector from Years 1 to 8 and is inclusive of all 
Primary, Kura, Intermediate and Area Schools. The VLN Primary School is a charitable trust governed by participating 
schools and resourced in part by the Ministry of Education and schools themselves. 
https://www.facebook.com/VLN.Primary/   
 
Senior students also (mainly Year 6 to 8) have had the opportunity to select a language they would like to learn through 
VLN. This will involve, as with the rural network group, meeting with their teacher and other students in the class online for 
half an hour each week. They will then be given follow up learning tasks to complete before the next lesson. This will 
continue for half the year and if they enjoy their choice they can continue on in the next semester or try another language. 
This will give them an idea of what they may like to focus on when they go to college. 
Students this semester have chosen Te Reo Maori, French, Japanese and Spanish. 
 
Assembly Awards 
Well done to our most recent Assembly Awards recipients! 
Room 1 
Makayla, Eleanor & Kail - First equal for the most Class Dojo’s awarded for the fortnight. 
Room 2 
Ethan for showing maturity and leadership skills when dealing with others. 
Ruby for commitment to work & always staying on task. 
Taylor & Ethan - Spelling Goal Certificates 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/VLN.Primary/
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Hi/ Kia Ora my name is Louisa Christian 
 

I am the HIPPY Coordinator based at 
Wellsford.  
 

Do you have children between 3 ½ and 
4 ½ years old?   
 

HIPPY, is a home-based preschool programme that will help your child do well when they get to school. It is called HIPPY-
Home Interaction Programme for Parents and Youngsters. Children start HIPPY when they are between 3 ½ and 4 ½ years of 
age . In HIPPY, parents are the teacher of their child and we support you to do this.  
 
HIPPY prepares children to learn, to read and to write, listen and follow instructions. It teaches children early maths 
concepts and language skills, develops logical thinking and problem solving skills. A tutor, someone from your community 
who is on the programme with their child, comes to your house to show you what to do one week and you come to a group 
meeting the following week, where you can meet other parents in the community who are also on the HIPPY programme. I 
am the co-ordinator of the programme and I train the tutors.  
 
You then work with your child for 15 minutes a day, which is one colour in the workbook, five days a week for 2 years. This 
means your child will have a really good start at school. The programme fits into the school terms, so it is thirty weeks of the 
year with breaks during the school holidays. The programme costs $1 a week. We provide the weekly workbooks and 
storybooks and everything else you need for the programme is in or around your home. At the end of the two year 
programme, your child and family celebrate their achievement at Graduation. If you would like any more information or to 
enrol on the HIPPY Programme please contact me. 
 
Louisa Christian  

HIPPY Coordinator  

09 423 6006 extn 6  

027 444 0370  

72 School Rd  

P.O.Box 66 Wellsford  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
 
Our Public Health Nurse, Maretta Hodgson, is a Registered Nurse who visits our school regularly and is available to 
discuss any concerns about your child’s health, growth and development. This is a free service. Public Health 
Nurses can help with any health problems including skin and ear infections, bedwetting, behavioural difficulties, 
nutrition and diet or any other advice or concerns you may have. Maretta is in Wellsford and surrounding areas 2-
3 times per week and can make home visits as well as school visits. For more information or for a referral form, 
you can contact her directly on 021 227 8680. Txt messages welcome.  



HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE 
One off or regular cleaning. Experienced. References 
available. $20 an hour for regular cleaning and one off 
cleans to be arranged depending on requirements.  
Phone Kim on 422 1012 or 021 253 6317. 
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TAPORA SCHOOL   
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

NEW MEMBERS WANTED 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday  16th March, 2016 
All welcome. 
 

We are currently looking to recruit new Trustees for our 
School Board. This is a rewarding role that is significant to 
the achievement and wellbeing of the Tapora School 
community.  
 

Experience is not required and it is not a requirement to 
have children attending the school. Commitment, 
availability to attend once monthly meetings and a 
passion for the betterment of our community is essential.  
 

For more information, please contact the school office on 
09 422 1835 

 

For submissions: email office@tapora.school.nz 

TAPORA GOLF CLUB 
 

The Hit And Hook  event to raise funds for 
the Westpac rescue Helicopter service will 
be held  on the weekend 11th 12th & 
13th March.  

 
Format much as has been for the past 11 years. Registration 
and get together (fish and Chip meals available) on  Friday 
11th . Saturday Fishing , points awarded for landed Kahawai, 
Gurnard and Snapper. Extra points for the longest of these 
species. BBQ meal + raffles Saturday evening, Ambrose golf 
and prize giving after lunch Sunday. Teams of three at $100 
team .  There will be a putting and long driving competition for 
school children - Primary and Secondary divisions. While this 
event has been largely a club members undertaking we 
welcome community support. Donations of produce and 
items for team and raffle prizes appreciated. 
 
Inquiries to Wally 4221822 

TAPORA  
COMMUNITY HALL 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Fortnightly Coffee Mornings 
Gold coin donation. Bring a plate if you wish. Tennis, 
badminton, table tennis, indoor bowls, boules. Tapora Hall 
Library will be open. Perhaps a monthly wine/book club 
meeting? Suggestions Welcome.  Please mention this to 
anyone in the district to help us spread the word! 
 

Dates Mon 29th Feb 11am—First for 2016  
 Mon 14th Mar 
 Mon 29th Mar—Easter Monday = Easter Bonnets.  
 Mon 4th April 
 

Email ecacott@yahoo.co.nz to join the mailing list. 
 

Pot Luck Dinner 
Thursday March 17th, 6:30pm. BYO. Gold coin donation. 
Wear something green for St Patricks Day! 
 

For more info, contact Liz King on 021 024 72053 or 09 422 
1953 

SANDSPIT YACHT CLUB 
8wk sailing classwa for 8-14yr olds at Algies Bay. Sunday 
9am-12pm from Feb 21st. Dinghies provided for beginners. 
Enquiries to Glenys 09 422 2479 or 027 480 5051. 


