AUGUST 2017

TaporaTimes
Week 2 - term 3

Mon 7th Aug
CatchIt Parent information
session
Wed 9th Aug
Y7&8 Technology
Fri 11th Aug
Tapora Speech Competition
Sun 13th—18th Aug
Seven senior students
attending Hillary Outdoor
Pursuits Centre Course
Wed 16th Aug
Board of Trustees
meeting—all welcome
Fri 18th Aug
Atiu Creek planting
Thurs 24th Aug
Cluster Schools’ Speech
Competition
Fri 25th Aug
Big School Assembly
Mon 28th Aug
Mid term break
Tues 29th Aug
ASB Financial Literacy
Programme
Thurs 31st Aug
Cross Country (Pakiri)
Fri 1st Sept
Year 8 students visit Rodney
College Open Day
Thurs 7th Sept
Cross Country (save day)
Mon 11th Sept
School Photographs
Tues 12th Sept
Rodney College school
based interviews
Thurs 14th Sept
Cluster Schools’ Touch/
Netball
Tues 15th Sept
Big School Assembly

Contact Details
Ph: 09 422 1835
Mob: 021 027 09327
office@tapora.school.nz

Welcome back to a new term and usually one of the quietest terms but this one
is not looking to be that at all. Just check out the coming events!
The good news is that we start this term with two very welcome additions to
the staff.
We have Mrs Sarah Luond combining the role of teacher aide and office
administration. Her experience previously as a teacher aide at the school has
helped her fit seamlessly into the junior class. Her previous reception/office
skills will also assist her in finding her way around the school administration
system.
In the role of Principal Release Teacher we have Mrs Jill Jackson. Jill brings with
her extensive experience teaching all levels here and overseas as well as skills
and knowledge in music, drama and horticulture. Due to our roll number of 31
soon to be 32 I am entitled to 5 days a fortnight release to enable me to fulfil the
role of Principal and all the tasks and meetings this involves. This means that Jill
will be spending the same amount of time in the classroom as I will, five days a
fortnight.
After a year and half of change we are looking forward to a stable period and
getting on with the business of providing a wonderful learning environment for
our students.
Other exciting news is that we welcome a very small brand new addition to the
community and in five years time to our school. Congratulations to the Hill
family on the arrival of their daughter Layla.
Now some disappointing news. We had five Hebe plants that were the result of
all our hard effort recycling paper and cardboard for trees last year. They were
out in our potting and seedling growing area and now there are only two. I’m
hoping against hope that somehow they have just been misplaced, wandered off
somewhere but sadly that is highly unlikely so I can only come to the conclusion
they have been taken. This really saddens us that someone would take from the
school and the students. These plants were destined to be part of one inquiry
group’s environmental action towards saving bees by planting a garden to
encourage and feed them.
If the person who took them reads this or someone knows about where they
have gone then please return and no questions will be asked.

School Concerns and Complaints Policy/Procedure
At the last Board meeting the complaints policy and procedure was reviewed and approved and you
will find a copy at the back of the newsletter.
If you have a concern or complaint and it relates to your child then your first port of call is your
child’s teacher. If it does not relate to a child at school then your first contact will be with the
Principal as manager of the school.
It is not the role of Board members or other staff members to hear concerns or complaints.
Healthy Zero Lunch
We will be continuing this, with the first and only Monday this term being 4th September. As we
have been having such trouble deciding the best because so many have been zero sugar and healthy
we will add in zero waste as well, to help make the final decision.
The target is a school lunch box with as little sugar and wrappers as possible.
Reminders:
 Please make sure students bring their own spoons in their lunchbox for yoghurts etc. We
seem to get a lot of requests to borrow staffroom cutlery.
 Remember to include a healthy brain break in your child’s lunchbox. Fruit, vegetables, nuts,
seeds or cheese are acceptable options. Brain break is only for 5 minutes so it needs to be
something nutritious & quick to eat.
 If bringing food to heat up that is not in a microwave container eg. pies please wrap in foil and
if students bring to staff room at morning tea these can then be heated in the oven.
Thank you
To Wayne for a wonderful completion of the compost bins, they look awesome. Now we can get onto
lots of weeding followed by planting.
Tapora Speech Competition - Friday 11th August
We haven’t had much time for preparation due to seven students heading away on Camp the
following week therefore bringing our competition forward a week to allow them to participate.
The judging of the speeches will start at 11am and go through to 1pm or an earlier finish depending
on how things go.
We welcome all parents caregivers and whanau to come along to hear them.
We also thought it would be nice to have a light shared lunch afterwards and ask each family to
supply a plate of finger style food.
Atiu Creek Planting - 18th August
A notice will go home early next week about this planting day. We would like the permission and
transport forms returned as soon as possible so we can see if we have enough adult support for this
event.
Ag Day - 23rd September
Your child/ren will be bringing home the Ag Day booklet with all the information required for the
activities needing home help. These are animal rearing and caring, photography competition and a
family scarecrow competition. We will soon have our gardens up and running so what about some
really scary scarecrows to protect the plants. Which family can come up with the scariest most
creative one?
Artwork in Wellsford Library
Our collaborative animal artwork is on display in the children’s area of the Wellsford Library. Check
it out when you are there next.

Assemblies
We are holding a small assembly today (Friday 4th) as we have so many certificates to give out. We
also gave out certificates end of last term that didn’t make it into a newsletter. A newsletter was
planned for the last week but due to unforeseen circumstances this was unable to be produced.
However if you check out our facebook page you will see the students with their certificates.
This term we will be holding a further two BIG assemblies where not only will students receive
certificates but they will be able to share their awesome work and learning with each other and
hopefully a wider audience of parents and caregivers. These assemblies will start at 2pm and if
finished early will be followed by a whole school game with the audience encouraged to join in.
ASB St John in Schools programme
This was run last week. The senior class completed the Emergency First Aider course and the juniors
the Emergency Ready course. All students who attended will receive a certificate at assembly and
every student whether they were there or not were lucky enough to get an awesome little first aid kit
thanks to ASB. I was heartened to observe so much knowledge and skills shown by the students.
Makes all of us feel so much safer knowing that they know what to do in an emergency.

BOT
Next Board meeting is 16th August at 6:30pm in Room 1- All Welcome
Agenda Items are:

Curriculum Policy review

Strategic Aim #2 progress report

All Targets progress report

Property 5-10 year plan review

Room 1 Happenings and Certificates:
Last Monday we had the first CatchIt session with Liz Maire. All year 4-8 students were sent home
with tracking tunnels, tracking cards and an information sheet. Some very enthusiastic trackers/
scientists have already returned their cards. For the rest of the students these must be returned by
next Monday 7th at the latest. Next Monday the students will be introduced to the little traps and the
recording of trapping data.
After school from 3:15pm till approx 4:30pm there will be a parent/caregiver session on the larger
traps (possum/stoat) For students to be able to have these traps they must have an adult attend this
session. These traps are to keep.
Please phone or send a note with your child if you wish them to stay after school for this session and
you will be taking them home afterwards.
Certificates and Congratulations
CARE Bronze certificates
Year 4: Taylor
Year 5: Kate; Ruby; Keegan; Ethan
Year 6: Lolli; Takara; Koby
Year 7: Cassidy; CJ
Year 8: Liam F
The most class dojos for the last two weeks: Ruby Stanford and Jacob Papera-Holmes
Mathsbuddy
Platinum Level: Addition and Year 5 - Ruby
Gold Level: Number 1 Year 6 - Zane and Koby
Silver Level: Money and Subtraction Year 5 - Keegan; Number 1 Year 8 - Jacob; Patterns - Cassidy
Multiplication Year 6 Takara; Whole numbers Year 5 - Ethan and Ruby
Lexia Core 5 Reading
Level 13 - Xavier Henderson and Ruby Stanford
Level 11 - Ethan Powley
Level 8 - Taylor Gurney
Level 7 - Kylieshianne Kingi
Certificates of Achievement for demonstrating the Olympic values of :
*Joy of Effort * Fair Play * Respect for Others * Pursuit of Excellence * Balance of Body, Mind and
Character as shown at the Soccer and Hockey Tournament last term.
Aidan Whittle; Liam Fifield-Enright; Lolli Cotton; Xavier Henderson; Takara Whittle
I have discovered some wonderful Tapora Prefect Badges that were hiding away in a drawer. We
have decided they are too good to waste and they will be presented to Year 8 students that were
voted in as School Leaders at the beginning of the year. These are to keep and it is hoped they will be
worn with pride. Hopefully in years to come, they will remind them of wonderful times. Once we
have used up the stock we have they will be replaced with the title School Leader.
These will be presented to Aidan Whittle; Liam Fifield-Enright; Jacob Papera-Holmes and Wiremu
Wineera.

Room 2 Update
Room 2 are enjoying some toys that Hayden brought in over the holidays. We’ve also had some
impromptu activities inspired by the letter of the week words the class remembered or found. We
certainly had a lot of laughs finding out what ‘imprison’ meant and had fun making ‘ice’ for the first
time. We have also been busy writing speeches and practising poems for the speech
competition. We hope you can come and watch us present these.

Room 2 Certificates:
Progress Certificates:
Basic facts - Jacks (5 lists) & TJ (10 lists)
Lexia - Jacks & Jahziiah (1 level each)
Class Certificate:
Chance - For good effort during speech writing and working independently when you could. Well done!
Ginger - For a great start at Tapora School. Congratulations on getting more confident every day. It's
great to have you here!
CARE Certificates:
Bronze - Jacks, Jahziiah & Tyler

ASB School Banking
Good saving habits are important for success in life, and an ASB Headstart account, which is registered for
the ASB School Banking Programme, is the perfect place for your children to start. It will help you teach
them the value of saving and the benefits of committing to a worthwhile goal. Benefits include a headstart
kid’s bank account with no base or transaction account fees, GetWise programmes in schools to teach kiwi
kids basic money skills and financial know-how and clever tools to help your kids save and manage their
money. For more information please contact the school.

SAVE THE DATE – TUPPERWARE FUNDRAISER

We’re Having a
TUPPERWARE
Fundraising Party

WANTED PLEASE!
If you have any unwanted Kitchen/Bathroom tiles
(not lino) we would love to have them. The students
will be making mosaic patterns this term and old tiles
will make a good strong base for them.

TAPORA COMMUNITY HALL
Coffee Morning
LIBRARY will be open 11 AM FORTNIGHTLY:
Dates for this term: 3rd July. There is also available tennis,
badminton, table tennis, indoor bowls, boules. Bring a plate if
you wish, or a gold coin donation.
Playgroup
Every Thursday 10.30am—12pm during term 3

On Saturday 12th August at
10.30am FoT’S are having a
Tupperware party in the School
Staffroom. Come and join us for
some home baking and a cuppa
and have a look at the latest
Tupperware catalogue.

Any queries, please contact Donna on
0275386364

Can’t make it – shop
from home. We will
give you the link and
you can shop and
pay online.

Any and everyone is welcome, so
please bring along your family
and friends. See you all there.

Please mention this to anyone you have contact with in the
district. If you are interested in being on the mailing list for the
Hall, please email me at ecacott@yahoo.co.nz.
Liz King—09 422 1953 or 0210 247 2053

Get in Behind!
Your local Group Day Calf Club With CRV Ambreed
We at CRV Ambreed are passionate about cattle and we know our rural kids are
as well, so we want to show our support. Purchase one of our Calf Club Day
Sire Packs, from our 2017 catalogued sires, and 100% of what you pay go’s
directly to your local Rodney/Otamatea Group Day Calf Club.
CRV SELECT Friesian Team, Choose 3 bulls, 6 straws per bull, $10 per straw.
CRV SELECT Jersey Team, Choose 3 bulls, 6 straws per bull, $10 per straw.
CRV SELECT XBred Team, Choose 3 bulls, 6 straws per bull, $10 per straw.
Contact your local Field Consultant to help support our kids.
Phone Miles on: 021 582 363 or Email: miles.harrison@crv4all.co.nz

Better Cows Better Life

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
Our Public Health Nurse, Maretta Hodgson, is a Registered Nurse
who visits our school regularly and is available to discuss any
concerns about your child’s health, growth and development. This is
a free service. Public Health Nurses can help with any health problems including skin and ear
infections, bedwetting, behavioural difficulties, nutrition and diet or any other advice or concerns you
may have. Maretta is in Wellsford and surrounding areas 2-3 times per week and can make home
visits as well as school visits. For more information or for a referral form, you can contact her directly
on 021 227 8680. Txt messages welcome.

