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“ A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”  
- Confucius        

TERM 2 
 
School Assembly. 
Every fortnight on  
Friday at 2:15pm. 
Next assembly held 
on 12th June. 
 
Thurs 2nd July  
Last Day of Term 2 
 
Fri 3rd July 
Community First 
Aid Course &  
Teachers Only Day 
 
Wed 22nd July 
Interim reports to be 
sent home. 
 
Wed 29th July 
Parent/Student/
Teacher Conference 
 
Tue 8th Sept 
Cluster Touch 
Rugby and Netball 
Tournament 
 
Sat 17th Oct 
Tapora School 
Agricultural Day 
 
Fri 23rd Oct 
Adidas Fun Run 

Contact Details 
Ph.: 09 422 1835 
Fax: 09 422 1834 

office@tapora.school.nz 
Web: www.tapora.school.nz 

www.facebook.com/TaporaSchool 

S 
tudents are getting creative with knitting.  Their hand craft will be judged at the 
Tapora School Ag Day on 17th October, 2015. Individual knitted “piggy 
squares” 30 x 30 stitches will be judged and later sewn together to create a 
school “unity” blanket. There will also be a “finger puppet” category and an 

“open” competition for the adventurous knitters who wish to tackle a larger project.   

Tapora Students Prepare for Tapora Students Prepare for Tapora Students Prepare for    

Knitting CompetitionKnitting CompetitionKnitting Competition   

The Educational Benefits of 
Teaching Children Knitting  

Knitting teaches more than just a skill or 
pastime.  It teaches the basic and complicated 
maths such as (patterning, counting, skip-
counting, multiplication, division, subtraction 
adding and probably many other things 
unknown...)  Children can learn how to read 
and understand pattern instructions and use 
reasoning and visualisation skills to make the 
finished product. Fine and gross motor skills 
can be developed while gaining mobility and 
dexterity required for knitting. Studies have 
shown that knitting helps improve brain 
function and has concluded that it helps 
children to learn to problem solve and read 
better because it requires a left to right and/or 
circular process. Children can learn to maintain 
focus and be attentive.  It is also calming and 
repetitive.  Knitting helps improve a child’s 
personal image and attitude toward achieving a 
new skill. It is a purposeful and tactile way to 
improve and fine tune many skills  
which in itself is priceless!  Let’s get knitting 
for unity! Recent neurological research tends to 
confirm that mobility and dexterity in the fine 

motor muscles, especially in the hand, may 
stimulate cellular development in the brain, and 
so strengthen the physical foundation of 
thinking.  The work done over the past seventy
-five years in hundreds of Waldorf schools 
worldwide, in which first graders learn to knit 
before they learn to write or manipulate 
numbers, has also proven successful in this 
regard.  The learning disabilities specialist Jean 
A. Ayres states that “Praxis, or the ability to 
program a motor act, shows a close relation to 
reading skills, even though reading would 
appear to be only distantly related to goal 
directed movement of the body.”  Citing the 
research of Strauss and Werner, she notes that 
“Children with finger agnosia [awkwardness 
and lack of control] made more errors on a test 
maths test than did children without finger 
agnosia.”2 Therefore, “handwriting” has been 
an area of focus in the school particularly in 
the senior classroom due to these very same 
benefits and the links this has to other areas of 
learning. 
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T A P O R A T I M E S  

Tapora 
  

School  
 

Flashback 

SKOOLBO IS A HIT! 
 
The students are just loving Skoolbo, an online literacy and 
maths learning programme.  It's competitive, fun & 
targeted to your child's exact learning level. You would 
have received the parents letter by now giving you 
information on how to access this, along with your child's 
log in and passwords. If you haven't done so yet, please 

check it out, as this 
additional learning 
outside of school 
will help your child 
m a s t e r  s o m e 
f o u n d a t i o n 
knowledge and skills 
in  maths  and 
literacy.  There is 
even an offline 
version available to 
download, which 

can be used while you're on the run.  This may be a good 
option for those who spend a bit of time travelling in the 
car and can take a digital device with them.  Points earned 
offline, get automatically synchronised with the online 
version - don't ask me how!  Just a reminder, as the 
programme tailors the tasks to suit your child's specific 
knowledge and next learning steps, it is essential that only 
your child answers the questions.  So please, no helping, or 
sharing log ins/passwords between siblings, no matter how 
enticing it looks. Due to their enthusiasm some of our 

students, and Tapora School combined have managed to 
make it onto the weekly nationwide leader boards.  The 
students love seeing their own or their school's name on 
there, so keep up with learning & having fun all at the 
same time and Tapora School will be famous on 
www.skoolbo.co.nz!  If you have any questions about it 
please get in touch.   



 

 
Pies $2.50 Creamy Smokey Hoki 
  Thai Chicken 
  Lamb & Vegetable 
  Chicken & Vegetable 
  Butter Chicken 
 $1.50 Apple & Cinnamon 
Quiche $3.00 Bacon, Egg & Cheese 
  Ham & Tomato 
Drinks $1.50 Apple Juice 
  Orange Juice 
 $3.00 Berry Smoothie 
 $3.00 Spirulina 
Snacks $1.00 Muesli Bar 
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for 
Lunch? 

WINTER CLOTHING 
As the temperatures are getting much 
colder now, please ensure that your child 
is dressed warmly with appropriate 
clothing and footwear when attending 

POOL KEYS 
Please return any outstanding pool keys to 
school so that we may process bond 
refunds. 

What Do People Want from Their Library?   
 
Students from Tapora School have been researching and 
developing a questionnaire to seek feedback from the community 
with regards to the recent issues that have arisen concerning the 
local library service.  The school has been focusing on service to 
the community and were therefore happy to try and ascertain if 
they could find solutions to the demise of the community library in 

Tapora. 
 
Students at the school 
have strong literacy 
skills, are avid readers 
and therefore very 
keen to investigate and 
collect opinions from 
the wider community 
that may lead to 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 

community library.  This has also been well timed with the 
proposed changes to the National Library Service to schools and 
subsequent funding issues because of these changes. 
 
The questionnaire students are formulating will ask the community 
if they still wish to have a library service and if so, how they 
envision this service to be. Could the library demise have come 
about due to changing needs in the community and a desire to 
have different services and programs?  Does the library in Tapora 
have a future?  These questions are being discussed and debated by 
students in an attempt to come up with some practical and local 
solutions.  Students are keenly aware of the cost of running aspects 
of a school and services in the community and were disappointed 
to learn that funding for the Tapora library had been allocated to 
another library due to the lack of interest shown. 
 
We look forward to the results of the survey and hope to help our 
students become more involved with the wider community and to 
gain an understanding of the community to which they belong. 

HEALTHY EYES! 
We have had one reported case of “conjunctivitis” at school.   
Conjunctivitis is sometimes called ‘sticky eye’ or ‘pink eye’ 
due to the red colour of the eye/eyes and the discharge that 
can sometimes occur.  If your child is complaining of a gritty 
feeling eyes, red eyes or has a discharge from their eyes, 
possibly with a sore throat as well they may have 
conjunctivitis.  This can be caused by a bacterial or viral 
infection, chemical irritation, ultraviolet burn or an allergy. 
Infected conjunctivitis is contagious, therefore if your child 
has a“conjunctivitis” type symptoms please keep your child 
at home until the “red eye” is resolved. Please consult a 
doctor if the symptoms do not ease. 

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING IN 
TAPORA 
Neil and Tabatha Wakefield are offering 
after school tutoring in Mathematics & 
Literacy in Tapora. Both Neil and 
Tabatha are fully registered teachers with 
20 years + experience between them. 
Tabatha also has qualifications in special 
education. 
$35 per hour. Ph: 4221888 

TAPORA SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Although we do not have an every day 
uniform, on sports days and excursions, 
students are required to wear the 
Tapora School Shirt. These can be 
purchased from the school office for 
$35.00 new or $15.00 second hand. 
Please feel free to phone or pop in to 
school should you need to purchase 
one so we can put it aside. 

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT CONFERENCE 
PTS Conferences will be held in Week 2 of Term 3 on 
Wednesday the 3rd of July. Student Reports will be send home 
in the preceding week on Wednesday the 22nd of July. We look 
forward to catching up with all of our families and updating you 
on all of the great progress that the kids are making this year! 
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HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE 
One off or regular cleaning. Experienced. References available. 
$20 an hour for regular cleaning and one off cleans to be 
arranged depending on requirements. Phone Kim on 422 1012 
or 021 253 6317. 

Tapora Golf Club 
 

Fish & Chip Night is still on every 
Saturday from 6:30pm until 8:00pm. 
Come in and try Liz’s delicious hand made burger 
patties! 
 
Website: www.taporagolfclub.co.nz Phone:  09 422 1846 

Help Tapora get faster 
Broadband! 
We need 12 people to show interest in signing 

up with UBER as their Internet Service Provider and UBER will place a tower 
in TAPORA to help us have access to better internet. 
That means, we will FINALLY have access to workable internet speeds that 
could be up to TEN TIMES FASTER than what is currently available in our 
area!  
 
How can we achieve this? All you have to do is call them on 0508 
BROADBAND and tell them how much we would love to have access to their 
service here in Tapora by making a statement of interest. We would really 
love to know here at the school, too, so we can gauge how many more 
people are needed to make this happen. 
 
Please let all of your friends and family in the area know! 
 
PS. A big thanks to those who have already called in! 

DOGS ON THE RESERVE 
Tapora Reserve welcomes all to use its grounds for recreation. 
However, if you are walking your dog, please ensure you pick up 
after it as a courtesy to others whom use and maintain the park. 

POOL KEYS 
As the swimming season has come to a close, 
please return your keys to the Tapora School 
office so that your bond refund can be 
processed. 

LAWN MOWING SERVICE NEEDED 
Mrs Steele is looking for assistance with regular lawn mowing at 
her Bird’s Beach home. Paid. Please phone her on 09 422 1830 
for details. 

COACH WANTED FOR NETBALL/TOUCH RUGBY 
With the upcoming interschool Netball/Touch tournament in 
September, Tapora school is looking for someone to help with 
coaching our students for Touch Rugby and Netball up until the 
8th of September. If anyone is interested, please contact the 
school on 09 422 1835. 

TAPORA COMMUNITY 
HALL  

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Wednesday 8th July, 6pm 
 

Calling for persons interested in coming on the 
committee so that this valuable upgraded resource 
can be utilized. Auckland Council are reviewing the 
utilization of the hall. Any queries, contact Sue on 

021439744 or email sueandkelvin@clear.net.nz 

WANTED: BREAKABLE PLATES AND CUPS 
Eliza is wanting any unused/unwanted/damaged breakable 
plates and cups for an Ag Day activity. If you are able to donate 
any of these, please phone Eliza on 021 216 1071 or 09 423 
8769 

SANDSPIT YACHT CLUB FAMILY FUN DAY 
Sandspit Yacht Club Centreboard Division is running a family 
fun day on Saturday 11th July  11.30am—4.00pm at 30 Gordon 
Craig Drive, Algies Bay. For further information, please contact 
Mischelle Mills on 0221712550 or email 
Sandspitlearntosail@gmail.com 

For any inquiries 

or submissions,  

email us at 
office@tapora.school.nz  


